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COTSWOLD VALE TR VISIT - 4th MARCH 2009
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First of all, many thanks to Mike Parry for organizing not one, but two guided trips around the Morgan Factory in Malvern for CVTR members and friends, on the 4th and 11th March 2009.

Most of us arrived early at the factory for our designated tour which was scheduled to start at 2.15pm, so naturally we found refreshments in the coffee shop on site, and waited for the rest of the party to arrive, and the appearance of our guide for the day.

Nothing was “off limits” for cameras and their users, although we were advised to keep within the designated walkways, painted red, for our own safety.

If anyone doubted the fact that they still made cars by hand, and in an environment where moving things around entailed rolling, pushing, lifting and carrying, these doubts were quickly dispelled – it’s all happening in front of you as the tour progresses.
There did appear to be some significant production differences between the early type cars and the more modern Aero range, but still the principles of hand manufacturing and assembly were common to both.

It is true to say that the traditional Morgan cars start with a pile of wood, these days its Ash, noted for its strength and flexibility.
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	Ash is bought in and machined in house to provide a stockpile of parts available to the “assembly” line and to the many restorers and specialists around the world involved in keeping this famous brand alive


	Body frames are assembled, clamped, screwed, glued using jigs and presses that have been in use for decades.
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Chassis are all galvanized, and the floors are ash boards
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Rolling chassis construction
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Body tub ready for mounting
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The finished article
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More modern Morgan cars use a fully galvanized moncoque arrangement
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but still retain the “hand made” body components
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and if you struggle to believe it, here is a picture of old presses and a craftsman bashing out a panel
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The new Aero range of cars are in a different performance league, with BMW supplied engines and race proven suspension and braking systems
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“under the skin”
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body on
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and fresh back from the paint shop - reassembly!
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After seeing the cars being built, from chassis to paint, we moved on to the part of the factory housing cars that are usually of interest…………

The Traditional Morgan Three Wheeler
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The 1962 Le Mans Car (fitted with Triumph TR engine)
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The more Modern Morgan Racer
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An Aero “cabriolet”
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And the latest “futuristic” offering, The Morgan “LifeCar”

Powered by a hydrogen fuel cell
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And to round off the tour, we were allowed access to Peter Morgan’s original office, which you can see is very much the way it has been left since Peter died and his son Charles took on the business
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All in all, a really interesting and rewarding visit, thanks Mike!

[image: image1][image: image30.jpg]MORGAN MOTOR COMPANY



[image: image31.jpg]


[image: image32.jpg]


[image: image33.jpg]


[image: image34.jpg]


[image: image35.jpg]


[image: image36.jpg]


[image: image37.jpg]


[image: image38.jpg]


[image: image39.jpg]


[image: image40.jpg]


[image: image41.jpg]


[image: image42.jpg]


[image: image43.jpg]


[image: image44.jpg]


[image: image45.jpg]


[image: image46.jpg]


[image: image47.jpg]


[image: image48.jpg]M ?’q"‘

lﬁE.ﬂ\



[image: image49.jpg]


[image: image50.jpg]


[image: image51.jpg]


[image: image52.jpg]


[image: image53.jpg]


[image: image54.jpg]


[image: image55.jpg]


