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MEETINGS VENUE

Our regular meetings are held at the “Musgrave Arms”, Apsley End, near Shillington, on the first Sunday of the month, from 8.00pm. Apsley End is about a mile-and-a half north of the B655 Hitchin to Barton-le-Clay road. 

DOLE TO POLE

Jenson Button and Rubens Barichello are no doubt in something of a daze at the moment. Just a few weeks ago, it seemed likely that Button would be out of a job in F1 at least for this year, and Barichello’s career looked to be over. Now after the Australian G.P., they lead the World Championship, in a new (or at least rebuilt) team! It’s a funny old world.

No doubt the cynics amongst us (who, me?) will be saying that it won’t last, and the other teams such as Ferrari, Mclaren, etc. will get their act together soon. Still, nice to see a shake-up in F1 this year, and also it’s back on the Beeb with the proper intro music! So maybe Bernie and Max have got something right (makes a change?).  

2009 EVENTS CALENDAR

Events with an “official” presence by Lea Valley Group are in bold type.

Apr. 5: Group Meeting, Musgrave 

Arms, from 8pm

Apr. 26: FBHVC Drive-It Day

May 3-4: Shuttleworth Classic Show, Old Warden (Lea Valley Group will be there on Sunday 3rd – tickets from Paul Richardson)

May 3: Group Meeting, Musgrave 

Arms, from 8pm

May 10: Wallingford Rally

May 17: Chiltern Hills Rally, Aston Clinton.  (Club Stand in attendance, get your ticket via www.chilternhillsrally.org.uk)

May 23-24: Enfield Pageant of Motoring

May 24: Standard Triumph Marque Day, Imperial War Museum, Duxford

May 25: Jigsaw Classic Triumph Race,

Mallory Park

May 31: Group Lunchtime Meeting,

(venue TBA)

June 7: Group Meeting, Musgrave 

Arms, from 8pm

June 14: Luton Festival of Transport, Stockwood Park (tickets from Paul Richardson)

June 21: Classics in the Park, Knebworth

June 28: Group Lunchtime Meeting,

(venue TBA)

June 28: Tibbles Tour (C.A.C.C.C. event

starting from Markyate) - contact Geoff 

Andrews on 07850 539308 for details

July 3-5: Goodwood Festival of Speed

July 5: Group Meeting, Musgrave 

Arms, from 8pm

July 12: Group Lunchtime Meeting, 

(venue TBA)

July 19: Kimbolton Show

July 24-27: TR International Weekend, Three Counties Showground, Gt. Malvern

July 29: Classics on the Common, Harpenden (limited to 1200 places this year – application form via the web at www.classicsonthecommon.com)
Aug. 2: Group Meeting, Musgrave 

Arms, from 8pm

Aug. 9: Moggerhanger Show 

Aug. 23: Group Lunchtime Meeting 

(venue TBA)

Aug.30: Little Gransden Show & Flying Display (get your ticket from the web www.littlegransdenshow.co.uk)

Aug. 31: Knebworth Classic Show

Sep. 6: Kensworth Show

Sep. 6: Group Meeting, Musgrave 

Arms, from 8pm

Sep. 13: Classic Vehicle Meet, GWR Steam Railway, Toddington, Glos.

Sep. 18-20: Goodwood Revival Meeting

Sep. 20: Norwich Union (Aviva?) Classic

Sep. 27: Group Lunchtime Meeting 

(venue TBA) 

Sep. ??: Falling Down Tour (date TBA)

Oct. 4: All Triumph Day, Duxford

Oct. 4: Group Meeting, Musgrave 

Arms, from 8pm

Oct. 10-11: Triumph Show, Gt. Malvern

Nov. 1: Group Meeting, Musgrave 

Arms, from 8pm

Dec. 6: Group Meeting and AGM, 

Musgrave Arms, from 8pm

PETE’S PONDERINGS

You will see from the list on page 2 that the Group “brains” have been hard at work compiling the events calendar for the season. You’ll notice that dates for five Sunday lunchtime meets have been put forward – clearly some people have nothing better to do on a summer Sunday than to drive out into the country in a TR, to some welcoming hostelry for a pint and a scrumptious lunch – not a bad idea at that!  Incidentally if you have some ideas for venues for these meets, let one of the committee know a.s.a.p.

The “old favourite” shows at Old Warden, Stockwood Park, Little Gransden and Knebworth are in the list again, plus two visits to Duxford (always worth a day out for the aircraft interest as well as classic cars). The TR International in July will feature the 40th anniversary of the debut of the TR6, so all you sixers should make an effort to attend. In addition to those events with an “official” Group presence, there will be plenty of other opportunities throughout the year to exercise your TR, including Tibbles Tour in June, Classics on the Common in July, and the Falling Down Tour in September, plus shows at Wallingford, Aston Clinton, Kimbolton, Moggerhanger, and Kensworth. So take your pick from that little lot - all we need now is some fine summer weather and you can forget the recession!

The Editorial TR4A needed something more than its’ routine annual check by Cranners-the-Spanners this year – maybe some body-off chassis work is going to be required in the future. Anyway, the car was ready in time for the start of my classic season at the end of March, with the C.A.C.C.C. Springing Up Tour. After an enjoyable overnight stay at the Anglo-Swiss Hotel in Bournemouth, the 20 cars in the event were greeted by a shower of hail on the Sunday morning just as hoods were being lowered before setting off – fortunately this was a clearing-up shower, and the weather stayed fine for the rest of the day, although with a cold wind. The first checkpoint (and a coffee break) was at Compton Abbas airfield, which is in a superb location high on Cranborne Chase looking across to Shaftesbury. Leaving the airfield, the route swung east across Cranborne Chase and the northern fringes of the New Forest, into the Test Valley, and on to Mottisfont near Romsey. Mottisfont (a National Trust property) is an historic house, set in gardens and grounds adjacent to the River Test. A warming bowl of soup was consumed here, before setting off on the final section of the route back to the finish in Harpenden. This was a fairly long section, but fortunately plenty of welcoming hostelries provided opportunities for refreshment breaks on the way. From Mottisfont, the route headed north via Stockbridge and Whitchurch to Newbury, and then on to Streatley and Goring on the Thames. The run in to Harpenden via Wendover and Tring, concluded with a run through the lanes in the valley of the River Gade. 180 miles all told, topped off with a pint in front of a roaring fire in the Carpenters Arms at the finish. 

The next issue of TRunnion (due out June 1st) will be produced under the editorial control of Kevin Hutchinson, while I am on my way back from the colonies. This will be in the nature of a warm-up for Kevin, before I make a final handover of the editorial pen (or word-processor) to him at the A.G.M. in December. So give Kevin a call if you have any news or comments for inclusion. 

G’day for now, sport.














































