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              Happy New Year to everyone in Northumbria Group

                                                  (http://www.groups.tr-register.co.uk/northumbria/)

Northumbria Update.
    Xmas seems to have dawned and departed in the blink of an eye but hopefully everyone has 
been left with a lot of new TR toys to start the 2010 season.
    Sean Tindle has been looking even further ahead with a present 
that can't be opened till March, but hot news over cyberspace shows 
us he has pre-empted the plate dealers with his latest TR related 
acquisition.   An  opportunity  spotted  in  advance  will  allow him to 
advertise his appreciation of the TR marque wherever he goes, even 
when he's not driving one.
     Keep an eye open for him in your travels.

    The  “Life With Fred Dibnah” evening organised by  Geoff in early December was a good 
sociable night's entertainment with tales ranging from Fred's idea of a romantic date, `climbing a 
200ft  chimney`,  to  wedding  feast  table  decorations,  `crossed  spanners  painted  gold`.    TR 
members from both Northumbria and Cleveland attended, along with a host of other Classic clubs 
and were enlightened to a lot of colour and events in the life of the Bolton Steeplejack that were 
not exposed on the small screen.

    At the end of December we sampled the Xmas Fare at The Skiff to get in the mood  for the 
holiday season.  Thanks are due to Paul Anderson who organised the meal and raffle, which sent 
everyone away both well fed and feeling lucky.  (The proper way to start Xmas).  
    A significant feature of the evening was the award of the Dave Wright Trophy.  Named after  a 
man who went everywhere in his TR. Our Treasurer Tom, who keeps meticulous records of such 
things, revealed the person who had followed in his footsteps by clocking up the most attendances 
at meetings in a TR during the past year.   This proved to be a milestone for the Group in that the 
youngest member, and representative of the Register's new `Yoof Group`, Simon Rutter was the 
winner.  This threatens to be a turning point of the youngest members showing the old dogs  what 
the Register is about,  `getting out and using your TR`.  Congratulations and well done to Simon, 
and KBA 430 V,  Simon's TR 7.  A sigh of relief for the rest of us that we're into a new year, which 
gives us  a renewed opportunity to clock up some TR outings towards getting the Trophy for 2010.

      Classic Le Mans 8/12 th July may seem a little way off but the up-date is that we have four 
cars fully committed to the Register camping package that you can find on the Register's web site.
                   http://www.tr-register.co.uk/acatalog/Classic_Le_Mans_2010.html
Ashford to Calais `chunnel` crossings on the Thursday morning and return Monday evening have 
been booked, giving some sunny TR travels to look forward to already.  There is already a clamour 
to get on the Register list before the tickets run out, so if you are thinking about it, get in before its 
too late.

http://www.groups.tr-register.co.uk/northumbria/
http://www.tr-register.co.uk/acatalog/Classic_Le_Mans_2010.html


    Dorettis seem to be in the news lately.  Like buses you never see one for ages then two come 
along, or is it that Geoff's re-commissioning in August has drawn the marque to our attention? 
Recent Classic Cars magazine reports a 1955 model for auction by Brightwells during December 
down in Leominster.
    First registered in Sussex in March 1955, this overdrive-equipped Swallow Doretti has been 
subject to a strip down and rebuild over the past 10 years.   Work to the structure of  the car 
included:  chassis  epoxy  coated  and  floors  replaced;  aluminium  bodywork  refurbished  and 
repainted in the original colour; all bright work re-chromed. Trim items included new hood, tonneau 
and  side  screens;  interior  re-trim  including  leather  seats  and  new carpets;  new chrome wire 
wheels,  splined  hubs  and  spinners.   Mechanical  work  included:  gearbox  and  overdrive 
reconditioned;  new  wiring  loom;  radiator  re-cored;  new  dynamo  and  regulator;  reconditioned 
starter motor; new stainless steel 
exhaust.  The  engine  is  the  original  unit  and  the  vendor 
believes  that  the  54,000  miles  recorded  is  probably  the 
genuine distance covered from new.
     Taxed and MOTd until February 2010, it comes with a 
large file of bills relating to the restoration, various road tests 
and press cuttings relating to the model, an original owner’s 
manual, original buff log book and modern V5C.  An example 
of a rare and pretty sports car from a little-known episode of 
British motoring history.  This particular car sold for £16,000, 
however  the report  mentions a second Doretti  sold  by the 
same company in September for £36,200 , notable because 
it  was a record price for  the marque. You can see details of  this September car,  and a brief 
biography of the model at :            

        http://www.brightwells.com/3rdparty/orphanspress/classiccars/viewdetails.php?id=1432

Coming Events. 
    
.   Wednesday 6th January Monthly meeting at The Skiff.

    Wednesday 20th January Monthly meeting at The Lakeside.

    Tuesday16th Feb Cleveland/Northumbria Quiz

    Sunday 7th. March. Triumph Spares Day, Stonleigh.

    Sunday14th April, Sunday Run with East Riding Group

TR Tips
    Its the middle of the idle season for most TRs, so now is a good time to do a few bits and pieces 
that will make sure you can enjoy it when that first tempting sunny day arrives.  Give the engine a 
run occasionally to keep the oil splashed round its internals and the cooling system moving.  A full 
warm up that enables the heater to put a bit of warm air inside to deter any dampness .
    This should put back more power in the battery than the starter took out but if there is any sign 
of tiredness put a trickle charger on it to make sure its up to strength next time.
    While its running, shuffle the car in and out of the garage to flex the tyres and try to park it on a 
different patch of rubber when you leave it.  This should make sure the clutch system, (seals and 
plate), aren't seizing and the tyres don't develop a flat spot.

http://www.brightwells.com/3rdparty/orphanspress/classiccars/viewdetails.php?id=1432


Member News.
    The office reports a new member Paul Kaiser having joined the Register recently.  Paul lives in 
the Corbridge area and hopes to be out and about in his TR 6 during 2010.  Welcome from 
Northumbria Group to Paul and I'm sure everyone will be keeping an eye open and a greeting 
ready if they spot him.     
 Archive Item.

        Although the Register have recently acquired the 
Coca Cola TR 7, it hit the headlines previously with a 
review in  Triumph  World  magazine  in  2006.   Barry 
Thomas has kindly provided a copy so
 the article is re-printed here for your holiday reading.





Tailpiece.
    Did you know that there is such a thing as, “self-repairing car paint”?
Media reports say scientists in America have developed a polyurethane coating that mends itself 
in less than an hour when exposed to sunlight and they plan to develop it as a paint for cars 
among other things.  It was discovered at the University of Southern Mississippi and created using 
natural materials found in the shells of crabs and shrimps.
    When the molecules within the paint are split in scratches and scuffs, the ends exposed are 
repaired by the ultraviolet light from the sun, using a chemical called chitosan from the crab shells. 
The process is not affected by moisture so dry or humid climates will not be detrimental.  Only 
sunlight varies the time of reaction, scratch healing in the sunnier Southern States being three to 
four times faster than in the North.
     So there you have it.  We've only got to live long enough to see it properly developed and 
launched on the market, then all those stone chips on the bonnet will heal themselves.  Oh, and 
we might need a bit more sunshine in GB but then Global Warming will probably fix that for us. 

P.S. If you have anything you can send about TRs, or your motoring, a holiday snap of the TR, a 
one liner of how you hit a pigeon, or a special spanner you found useful, please send them to Paul 
or myself.  Any information is useful for the Newsletter or Social Scene reports.
                                                                                                                    John Scarr
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