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Greetings to everyone in Northumbria Group
Northumbria Update

Track Day date is changed. Apologies to those who may have shuffled diary dates but due to difficulties at Croft the venue is now Elvington, near York on 18th April.  Geoff has investigated following Croft’s on-going issues of noise control and found they cannot accommodate the event now.  An alternative arrangement has been identified but on the revised date of 18th April.  If you look at http://www.trclevelandgroup.co.uk/trackday.htm, you will find Geoff’s message about the new arrangements and can read, through another link, the background to Croft’s problems.  Please note that Geoff’s E mail address is now (geoff.mansfield@sky.com).

Arising out of this issue at Croft, we have been made aware of a petition towards protecting the ability of Race Circuits to continue to provide motor sport events.  There are spoilsports who cannot live and let live, targeting the sport in the manner suffered by the fox hunting fraternity and others, but it is possible to make your voice heard by the politicians, if you make use of the Government web site at  http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/saveCroft/  have a look and sign up before the end of March to support motor sport.  A strong voice at the outset of the issue might just show the politicians that it is best left alone.

Drive It Day, was to be a day for us to visit Croft as spectators and see the TRs’ in action. With the above mentioned changes we can still see the Track Day by having a convoy run to Elvington on 18th April.  Keep checking the web site and watch for the April newsletter for the location and time of the meeting point for that run.
Drive It Day, on 26th April. This is the date the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs, (FBHVC), encourages us to show our cars in use and we have identified a turn up and park event at Hartlepool Historic Quay.  Its organised by the Northern Vintage Transport Association and is a chance to have a short Sunday run that will shake out the cobwebs from the car at the start of the season.  Meet up time and venue to be identified closer to the time.  Other TR groups and Classic Car Clubs will be there and it is an ideal place to park up alongside these, have a break for lunch or just an ice cream; have a look at the new Marina and boats and go home feeling satisfied that you flew the flag for British Cars.  It’s on from 10.00am to 4.00pm.  Just turn up and park in a Classic.

 Coming Events

March 18th 

Lakeside Club - Meet.
April 1st

The Mill, (Knitsley, Delves Lane, near Consett)

April 15th

Bay Horse, (Stamfordham, B6324)

April 18th 

Track Day, Elvington, (Saturday Convoy Run)

April 26th 

Drive It Day, run to Hartlepool Historic Quay.

May 6th

Thinford Arms, (A167, South of Durham)

May 10th

Harewood Hill Climb, (See TR Action Competition Section)
May 15th - 17th 
North Yorks, Triumph Weekend at Runswick Bay (http://www.nytw.org.uk)

May20th

The Robin Hood, (Military Road)

June 3rd

The Red Lion, (West Boldon)

June7th 

Thirlestane Castle Show

These are the early dates that are of interest to us for the start of the season.  The usual printed Glove Box Card will be sent by post to all Northumbria members before the end of March and will show the full list of Wednesday venues for the summer.  The full Calendar will also appear on the web site shortly so should you lose the card you can check where to find us by going to (http://www.groups.tr-register.co.uk/northumbria/,)
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 Tornado
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You will remember 60163, that's Tornado, the newly built steam engine that we had a fleeting glimpse of in November when we had the quiz night with Cleveland at Metal Bridge. For some on that dark night, the smoky smell, belching steam, sparks from the fire box and thundering past like a mythical beast in the night would be the preferred nostalgic memory of the steam age. For those that weren't there and might have missed the press coverage simply a picture would do. To that end, Geoff Mansfield has kindly sent some he took when she started her regular running on the East Coast line on 1st February. Geoff was at Durham and Bradbury to capture the occasion of this Classic Steam Event. Later on the 19th February, Prince Charles was at Darlington for a formal naming ceremony and apparently took the opportunity to take a footplate ride to Leeds.  You can find out more about Tornado if you go to, http://www.a1steam.com 

Bugatti Type 57S Atalante, found in Gosforth.
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This story, much covered in the media, is of great interest to us in Northumbria Group having made two Continental TR tours to the Schlumpf Museum at Mulhouse, France, in recent years. Schlumpf is the family name of two brothers one of whom obsessively collected Bugattis till he bankrupt the family textile business which resulted in it being taken over by the French government in lieu of unpaid taxes. The biggest collection of Bugattis in the world is now run as a National Museum. See the collection at, (www.collection-schlumpf.com).
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The car in Gosforth had been owned by Dr Harrold Carr since 1955. It was built in 1937 for Earl Howe who was the first President of the BRDC, a Le Mans winning driver and former racer of Bugatti cars. He sold it after eight years and it passed through several owners one of whom in 1948 fitted a Marshall supercharger to the straight eight 3.3litre engine. It has a recorded mileage of only 26,284 and was discovered as part of Dr. Carr's Estate when he died in 2007. Last registered in 1960, the 130mph car was an exotic collectors item when produced, there being only 17 made, 4 of which are in the French museum. Because there is an authentic record of its eminent owners, its rarity, and its very original condition, it has an outstanding provenance. In its un-restored condition, it was sold at auction in Paris by Bonhams on 7th February for 3,480,000 Euros, approximately three million pounds. Bonhams didn't reveal the name of the buyer but said it’s staying in Europe.

You can read more of the car at, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1103849/The-eccentric-uncle-left-garage--containing-6m-Bugatti-supercar.html
FBHVC News Items.

The FBHVC in their January news outlined their views on a number of items among which the following are of interest.

Nitromors.  There is discussion towards an EU ban on paint strippers containing methylene chloride which is regarded as a hazardous material.  This is a constituent of Nitromors and the FBHVC recognising that there is no alternative which is as effective for use on aluminium or porous materials have put forward the view that such legislation would not be in our interest.  This opinion joins others in the preservation movement, such as English Heritage and the Heritage Railway Association who have similar needs to us.  The UK Health and Safety Executive view on the issue is that there is no evidence to suggest that banning the material would lead to a reduction of fatalities or injuries since the number was already regarded as small or non existent.

Scrapping Old Cars.  Over recent years there has been discussion on introducing incentives to scrap cars for environmental reasons which obviously posses a threat to the Classic Car movement.  Further concern arises as a result of the House of Commons Committee on a proposal to regard Excise Duty as an Environmental Tax.  Their report proposed cash incentives to scrap vehicles over 17/18 years old, this being approximately the introduction of catalytic converters.  This would speed up the normal life cycle of vehicles but FBHVC recognises the need to preserve some as representing our heritage and supports the view that compulsive scrapping would be unacceptable.  The case for the large environmental impact of manufacturing new cars as opposed to permitting slightly less efficient old ones to continue is not convincing and FBHVC is therefore also speaking up for our movement on this topic.  
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Tailpiece (Two Tow-Bars?)
Some say,

 “This is the result of an overzealous risk assessment.”

 Others just know the truth.
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